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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claim 7,21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Shibata 
("6,801,630 61). 

Re claim 1, Shibata disclose of the electro-acoustic apparatus 
having a multiplicity of terminals, connecting with a plurality of 
electronic apparatuses through cords removably connected to said 
terminals, and controlling said electronic apparatuses (fig. 3; fig.6); 
col. 9 line 60 up to clol.lO line 19), the electro-acoustic apparatus 
being small enough to be transportable {col.l line 14-20), wherein a 
multiplicity of operators controlling said external electronic 
apparatuses connected through said cords are provided on a top surface 
of a body (fig.2B-C) . 
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Re claim 21, the electro-acoustic apparatus according to claim 8, 
wherein said electro-acoustic apparatus is an audio mixer (col.l line 
5-10) . 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill In the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1,8-9, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shibata ("6,801,630 B1) and O'Farrill ("5,738,328). 

Re claim 1, Shibata disclose of an electro-acoustic apparatus 
being small enough to be transportable (fig. 3, 7; col.l line 14-16), 
wherein a multiplicity of operators are provided on a top surface of a 
body {fig.2B-C), However, while Shibata disclose of the small portable 
electronic device. He fail to further disclose of the internal threads 
are provided on a under surface of a body, and said internal threads 
are adapted to be engaged with external threads provided at the upper 
end of a stand, thereby allowing said electro-acoustic apparatus to be 
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fixed on the upper end of the stand and supported by the stand. 
However, O'Farrill disclose of a system wherein internal threads are 
provided on a under surface of .a body, and said internal threads are 
adapted to be engaged with external threads provided at the upper end 
of a stand, thereby allowing said electro-acoustic apparatus to be 
fixed on the upper end of the stand and supported by the stand 
(fig. 3, 9 ((18,14); col. 3 line 58-60) for the purpose of stabilizing 
the device efficiently to prevent all normal movement. Thus, taking 
the combined teaching of Shibata and now O'Farrill as a whole, it 
would have been obvious for one of the ordinary skill in the art to 
have modified Shibata, by incorporating such internal threads are 
provided on a under surface of a body, and said internal threads are 
adapted to be engaged with external threads provided at the upper end 
of a stand, thereby allowing said electro-acoustic apparatus to be 
fixed on the upper end of the stand and supported by the stand for the 
purpose of stabilizing the device efficiently to prevent all normal 
movement . 



Re claim 8, the electro-acoustic apparatus according to claim 7, 
However, Shibata fail to disclose of the limitation wherein said 
internal threads are provided on a under surface of a body, and said 
internal threads are adapted to be engaged with external threads 
provided at the upper end of a stand, thereby allowing said electro- 
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acoustic apparatus to be fixed on the upper end of the stand and 
supported by the stand. However, O'Farrill disclose of a system 
wherein internal threads are provided on a under surface of a body, 
and said internal threads are adapted to be engaged with external 
threads provided at the upper end of a stand, thereby allowing said 
electro-acoustic apparatus to be fixed on the upper end of the stand 
and supported by the stand (fig. 3, 9 {(18,14); col. 3 line 58-60) for 
the purpose of stabilizing the device efficiently to prevent all 
normal movement. Thus, taking the combined teaching of Shibata and now 
O'Farrill as a whole, it would have been obvious for one of the 
ordinary skill in the art to have modified Shibata, by incorporating 
such internal threads are provided on a under surface of a body, and 
said internal threads are adapted to be engaged with external threads 
provided at the upper end of a stand, thereby allowing said electro- 
acoustic apparatus to be fixed on the upper end of the stand and 
supported by the stand for the purpose of stabilizing the device 
efficiently to prevent all normal movement. 



Re claim 9, the electro-acoustic apparatus according to claim 8, 
wherein said electro-acoustic apparatus is an audio mixer (col.l line 
5-10) . 



Application/Control Number: 10/664,485 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2615 

5. Claim 2,10,18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shibata ("6.801,630 B1) and O'Farrili ("5,738,328) and further in view of Miyoshi 
(5,762,168). 



Re claim 2, the electro-acoustic apparatus according to claim 1, 
However, the combined teaching of Shibata and now O'Farrili as a 
whole, fail to teach of the groove is provided on said under surface 
of said body, the groove extending from one end of said under surface 
to the other end through the center of said under surface. But, 
Miyoshi disclose the groove extending from one end of said under 
surface to the other end through the center of the surface (fig. 2-3; 
col. 2 line 20-32) for the purpose of easily transporting of the case 
and carrying by hand. Thus, taking the combined teaching of Shibata 
and O'Farrili and now Miyoshi as a whole, it would have been obvious 
for one of the ordinary skill in the art to have modified Shibata and 
now O'Farrili as a whole, by incorporating the groove extending from 
one end of said under surface to the other end through the center of 
the surface for the purpose of easily transporting of the case and 
carrying by hand. The combined teaching of Shibata and O'Farrili and 
now Miyoshi as a whole, would have incorporate the further limitation 
wherein the internal threads are provided on said. groove. 
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Re claims 10,18 have been analyzed and rejected with respect to 
claim 2 above . 

« 

6. Claim 3,1 1 , 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shibata ("6,801,630 B1) and O'Farrill ("5,738,328) and further in view of Miyoshi 
(5,762,168) and further in view of Stratton ("2003/0066410 A1). 

Re claims 3, the apparatus of Shibata, which has been modified by 
O'farrill and further in view of Miyoshi and Stratton, meet the claim 

limitation as set forth in claim 4. ( see claim 4 rejection ) . 

Re claim 11,19 have been analyzed and rejected with respect to 
claim 3 above. 



7. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shibata 
("6,801,630 B1) and O'Farrill ("5,738,328) and further in view of Miyoshi (5,762,168) and 
further in view of Stratton ("2003/0066410 A1) and further in view of Mercs 
(2002/0009205 A1). 
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Re claim 13, the electronic-acoustic apparatus according to claim 
11, However the combined teaching of Shibata and O'Farrill and Miyoshi 
and Stratton as a whole, wherein the level meter is provided on the 
front part of the top surface. But, Mercs did disclose of a system 
wherein the level meter is provided on the front part of the top 
surface (fig. 2; page 1 [0015] ) for the purpose of indicating the level 
strength signal by the microphone mixer. Thus, taking the combined 
teaching of Shibata and O'Farrill and Miyoshi and Stratton and now 
Mercs as a whole, it would have been obvious for one of the ordinary 
skill in the art to have modified Shibata and O'Farrill and Miyoshi 
and Stratton as a whole, by incorporating the level meter is provided 
on the front part of the top surface for the purpose of indicating the 
level strength signal by the microphone mixer. 



8. Claim 4,17,20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shibata ("6,801,630 B1) and O'Farrijl ("5,738,328) and further in view of Stratton 
("2003/0066410 A1). 
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Re claim 4, the electro-acoustic apparatus according to claim 1, 
However, the combined teaching of Shibata and now O'Farrill as a 
whole, fail to teach of the wherein said electro-acoustic apparatus is 
formed to have a low front part and a high rear part, such that a top 
surface of said electro-acoustic apparatus has a low front part and a 
high rear part when placed on a table, and stays on a substantially 
horizontal position when mounted on said stand. But, Stratton disclose 
of an electro-acoustic device wherein to have a low front part and a 
high rear part, such that a top surface of said electro-acoustic 
apparatus has a low front part and a high rear part when placed on a 
performance stage stand, and stays on a horizontal position when 
mounted on said such stand (fig.l; page 1[0018]; page 1 [0002] line 12- 
16) for the purpose transporting and retaining the sound effect device 
in an orderly manner. Thus, taking, the combined teaching of Shibata 
and O'Farrill and now Stratton as a whole, it would have been obvious 
for one of the ordinary skill in the art to have modified the teaching 
of Shibata and O'Farrill as a whole, by incorporating the electro- 
acoustic device wherein to have a low front part and a high rear part, 
such that a top surface of said electro-acoustic apparatus has a low 
front part and a high rear part when placed on a performance stage 
stand, and stays on a horizontal position when mounted on said such 
stand for the purpose transporting and retaining the sound effect 
device in an orderly manner. 
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similarly, Re claims 17,20 have been analyzed and rejected with 
respect to claim 4 above . 

9. Claims 15-16 ,12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Shibata ("6,801,630 B1) and O'Farrill ("5,738,328) and further in view of Miyoshi 
(5,762,168) and further in view of Stratton ("2003/0066410 A1) and further in view of 
Official notice. 

Re claim 15, the electro-acoustic apparatus according to claim 11, 
However, the combined teaching of Shibata and O'Farrill and Miyoshi 
and Stratton as a whole, fail to teach of the wherein discoid 
supportive protrusions, projecting out of the under surface are 
provided at the vicinity of the four corners of the under surface of 
the body. However, official notice is taken the limitation of having 
the discoid supportive protrusions, projecting out of the under 
surface are provided at the vicinity of the four corners of the under 
surface of the body is commonly known in the art, thus it would have 
been obvious for one for one of the ordinary skill in the art to have 
modified Shibata and O'Farrill and Miyoshi and Stratton as a whole, by 
incorporating the teaching of having the discoid supportive 
protrusions, projecting out of the under surface are provided at the 
vicinity of the four corners of the under surface of the body for the 
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purpose of stabilizing the device when positioned on the surface 
floor. 

Re claim 16, the electro-acoustic apparatus according to claim 

» 

11, However, the combined teaching of Shibata and O'Farrill and 
Miyoshi and Stratton as a whole, fail to teach of having the switch 
and a connector terminal are provided on a rear panel which is formed 
on the rear of the body. However, official notice is taken the 
limitation of having the switch and a connector terminal are provided 
on a rear panel which is formed on the rear of the body is commonly 
known in the art. Thus it would have been obvious for one of the 
ordinary skill in the art to have modified the teaching of Shibata and 
O'Farrill and Miyoshi and Stratton as a whole, by incorporating the 
having the switch and a connector terminal are provided on a rear 
panel which is formed on the rear of the body for the purpose of 
disabling the device and as well as connecting the device to external 
electronic apparatus. 

Re claim 12, the combined teaching of Shibata and O'Farrill and 
Miyoshi and Stratton as a whole teach of the electronic -acoustic 
apparatus according to claim 11 with the groove section, Hoevever, 
they fail to teach of the further wherein the groove has shallow 
depths at its front part and deep depths at its rear part. However, 
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such concept of designing the apparatus with the groove has shallow 
depths at its front part and deep depths at its rear part is simply 
the inventor's preference, thus it would have been obvious for one of 
the ordinary skill in the art to have incorporate the concept of 
designing the apparatus with the groove has shallow depths at its 
front part and deep depths at its rear part for purpose of having 
additional included feature in the . appearance designs of the 



apparatus . 



10. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable over Shibata 
("6,801,630 B1) and Miyoshi (5,762,168). 



Re claim 5, Shibata disclose of the electro-acoustic apparatus having 
a multiplicity of terminals, connecting with a plurality of electronic 
apparatuses through cords removably connected to said terminals , and 
controlling said electronic apparatuses (fig. 3; fig. 6); col. 9 line 60 
up to clol.lO line 19), the electro-acoustic apparatus being small 
enough to be transportable (col.l line 14-20), wherein a multiplicity 
of operators controlling said external electronic apparatuses 
connected through said cords are provided on a top surface of a body 
(fig.2B-C) . However, Shibata fail to disclose of the groove is 
provided on a under surface of said body, the groove extending from 
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one end of said under surface to the other end through the center of 
said under surface. 

But, Miyoshi disclose the groove extending from one end of said 
under surface to the other end through the center of the surface 
{fig,2-3;col. 2 line 20-32) for the purpose of easily transporting of 
the case and carrying by hand. Thus, taking the combined teaching of 
Shibata and now Miyoshi as a whole, it would have been obvious for one 
of the ordinary skill in the art to have modified Shibata by 
incorporating the groove extending from one end of said under surface 
to the other end through the center of the surface for the purpose of 
easily transporting of the case and carrying by hand. 

11. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable over Shibata 
("6,801 ,630 B1) and Miyoshi (5,762,168) and further in view of Stratton ("2003/0066410 
A1) 



Re claim 6, the electro-acoustic apparatus according to claim 5, 
However, the combined teaching of Shibata and Miyoshi as a whole, fail 
to teach of the wherein said electro-acoustic apparatus is formed to 
have a low front part and a high rear part, such that a top surface of 
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said electro-acoustic apparatus has a low front part and a high rear 
part when placed on a table, and stays on a substantially horizontal 
position when mounted on said stand. But, Stratton disclose of an 
electro-acoustic device wherein to have a low front part and a high 
rear part, such that a top surface of said electro-acoustic apparatus 

« 

has a low front part and a high rear part when placed on a performance 
stage stand, and stays on a horizontal position when mounted on said 
such stand (fig.l; page 1 [0018] ; page 1 [0002] line 13-16) for the 
purpose transporting and retaining the sound effect device in an 
orderly manner, thus, talcing the combined teaching of Shibata and 
Miyoshi and now Stratton as a whole, it would have been obvious for 
one of the ordinary slcill in the art to have modified the teaching of 
Shibata and Miyoshi as a whole, by incorporating the electro-acoustic 
device wherein to have a low front part and a high rear part, such 
that a top surface of said electro-acoustic apparatus has a low front 
part and a high rear part when placed on a performance stage stand, 
and stays on a horizontal position when mounted on said such stand for 
the purpose transporting and retaining the sound effect device in an 
orderly manner. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
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12. Claim 14 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 



would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claim. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Disler Paul whose telephone number is 571-270-1 187. The examiner can 
normally be reached on 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chin Vivian can be reached on 571-272-7848. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Conclusion 
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